
1949
There was a time—long before 

kilns hummed steadily and 

shelves brimmed with student 

work—when ceramics in Miami 

lived inside a single bare room 

at Lindsey Hopkins Vocational 

School, affectionately known 

as Tech High. 

Before there was 

a Ceramic 

League



1949
Before there was 

a Ceramic 

League



1949
Before there was 

a Ceramic 

League

At the center of it all stood 

Josephine “Jo” DeVille, a 

beloved teacher whose humor, 

patience, and boundless 

encouragement convinced 

people not only that they 

could make something 

beautiful—but that they 

should. 



Jo and her growing group 

of ceramic devotees felt it 

was time to show Miami 

what was happening so 

with Jo guiding from the 

sidelines, student and 

volunteer Helen Steele 

stepped up as the general 

chairman of Miami’s first 

ceramic exhibition 

1949
Before there was 

a Ceramic 

League



1950
Ceramic League 

of Miami is 

incorporated

On October 25, 1949, only months after the success of the Lindsey 

Hopkins ceramic exhibit, twenty-four women—students of Josephine “Jo” 

DeVille—gathered at the home of Juanita May. That evening, in a cheerful 

swirl of conversation, snacks, and excitement, they discussed the 

possibility of forming a ceramic league of their own.



1950
Ceramic League 

of Miami first 

exhibit at 

Burdine’s 

Department 

Store



1951
Second Annual 

Member Exhibit 

at Burdine’s



1952
Third Annual 

Member Exhibit 

at Burdine’s



1953
First Annual 

Ceamic League 

of Miami 

exhibition at the 

Lowe Art 

Gallery. 



1954
Second Annual 

Ceamic League 

of Miami 

exhibition at the 

Lowe Art 

Gallery. 



1954
Ceramic League 

Exhibition for 

interior 

decorators, 

architects and 

gift buyers at 

the Architects 

Sample Bureau 



1955
Third Annual 

Ceamic League 

of Miami 

exhibition at the 

Lowe Art 

Gallery. 



1955
Mid-century 

modern at the 

league



1956
Fourth annual 

Miami National 

Ceramics 

Exhibition at the 

Lowe Art Gallery



1956
Seventh Annual 

Member 

Exhibition at 

Modernage 

Furniture



1957
Fifth Annual 

Miami National 

Ceramics 

Exhibition at the 

Lowe Art Gallery



1957
Christmas Fair at 

the Lowe



1958
Sixth Annual 

Miami National 

Ceramics 

Exhibition at the 

Lowe Art Gallery



1959
Annual Ceramic 

League 

Exhibition at the 

Granville Gallery



1959
Annual Group 

Show at 

Modernage 

Furniture Store



1959
Japanese potter 

Terou Hara visits 

the League



1964
Members 

Juanita May, 

Mary Grabill and 

Marie Furman 

works at Design 

in Florida ‘64



1965
Requests for 

entry forms for 

our 7th National 

Ceramic League 

Exhibition in 

response to an ad 

in Ceramics 

Monthly 

Magazine



1966
Member Kay 

Pancoast 

featured in the 

Miami Herald’s 

Women’s section



1966
MiamiNational 

Ceramic 

Exhibition 

covered in 

Ceramics 

Monthly 

Magazine



1967
Member Marie 

Furman 

demonstrates the 

wheel at Beth 

David Arts Event



196

8
Ceramic League 

members make an 

impressive 

showing



196

8
Ceramic League 

members make an 

impressive 

showing



196

8
Dr. Marie Furman 

admires Chili 

Emerman’s award 

winning entry into 

our ‘Annual 

Members Show’



196

8
Ceramic League 

exhibitions drew 

attention and 

reviews



1969
Annual exhibit 

program



1970
Annual 

Membership 

Exhibition 



1970
Membership Show 

doesn’t show as 

well



1970
Member’s pieces 

included in New 

York Grove House 

Potters exhibit



1971
Annual 

Membership 

Exhibition 



1971
Member Elinor 

Jensen featured in 

The Herald



1971
Annual Members 

Show 



1972
Annual 

Membership  

Exhibition 



1972
Winners of the 

Annual Members 

Show



1973
From Ceramics 

Monthly: League 

receives school 

board approval to 

conduct in-service 

workshops for 

teacher credit and 

a review of our 

annual exhibition



1973
AnnualMembers 

Show printed in 

black on brown 



1973
AnnualMembers 

Show printed in 

black on brown 



1975
Annual 

Membership  

Exhibition 



1975
The Ceramic 

League of Miami at 

25 



1975
Five-day workshop 

conducted by 

Cynthia Bringle 

attended by 30 

members



1976
Annual 

Membership  

Exhibition 



1976
Co-sponsorship 

of the Clay and 

Fiber Show



1976
Misunderstanding 

over some pieces 

after our move 

from the Lowe



1977
Misunderstanding 

over some pieces 

after our move 

from the Lowe



1978
Annual 

Membership 

Exhibition



1978
Collaboration ‘78: 

a juried show of 

clay and fiber



1978
Warren MacKenzie 

five week 

workshop 

MacKenzie's work is not about anything. The pots themselves 

are their own reality. They are ordinary objects made 

extraordinary by the potter's understanding of design, coupled 

with form and function.



1978
Letter to Bernard 

Leech



1978
Spring Teacher 

Exhibition 



1978
Marketing and 

salesmanship



1979
29th Annual 

exhibition judged 

by Paul Voulkos



1979
Ceramics Monthly 

review of the 29th 

annual exhibition 

judged by Paul 

Voulkos



1979
Rudy Autio

3-week artist-in-

residence 

workshop funded 

in part by the 

National 

Endowment for 

the Arts



1983
33rd Annual 

membership 

exhibition



1983
Gerry Williams 

workshop 



198

4
34rd Annual 

membership 

exhibition



198

4
34rd Annual U.N. 

membership 

exhibition judged 

by Dave Shaner



1985
35rd Annual 

Membership 

Exhibition 



1985
Ceramic Monthly 

review of 35rd 

Annual 

Membership 

Exhibition 



1986
36rd Annual 

Membership 

Exhibition 



1987
37rd Annual 

Membership 

Exhibition 



198

8
38th  Annual 

Membership 

Exhibition 



1989
39th  Annual 

Membership 

Exhibition 



1990
40th  Annual 

Membership 

Exhibition 



1990
40th  Annual 

Membership 

Exhibition 



1991
41th  Annual 

Membership 

Exhibition



1991
Ceramic League 

1950-1990 

exhibition 



1992
42th  Annual 

Membership 

Exhibition



1992
Karen Karnes’ 

workshop at 

the Ceramic 

League



1994
Faculty/Studen

t Exhibition



1995
47th  Annual 

Membership 

Exhibition



1998
48th  Annual 

Membership 

Exhibition



1999
49th  Annual 

Membership 

Exhibition
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